A Prayer of Collective
Repentance

Lord, have mercy upon us. We have shouted more than we have
listened. We have looked through rage and defiance and have
brutalized our brothers and sisters. We have forgotten your
Word, which calls upon us to turn the other cheek, to defend
those who are on the bottom rung, and to live at peace as long
as it depends on us.

We have politicized the Bible and have taken scripture out of
context to reframe it so that it fits our personal worldview.

Forgive us, Lord. We’ve forgotten that our kingdom is not of
this world, that we are all aliens, and that we have a greater
work to fulfill. This work is a labor of love, and if we are
to be honest with You, we have not been laboring very well. As
a nation we have sold our birthright for a crude pot of rage.

Lord of Compassion, we have forgotten what it means to listen
to our brothers’ words. We have discounted their stories and
we have lacked the empathy that leads to understanding. May we
weep for America as You wept for Jerusalem.

Prince of Peace, we need You now more than ever. We don’t need
editorials, rants, or bullhorns. We just need You. Lord,
shatter our pride. Make quick word of our prejudice. Keep us
from coded words, false pretences, and sarcasm. Hold a mirror
to our souls and collectively, let us see our iniquity.

Lord Jesus, Son of God may we look at the cross and remember
how You suffered under the greatest, deepest triangulation of
injustice, betrayal and vitriolic anger while praying,
“Forgive them.” Teach us how to love like that.

May the Church lead out in love and courage. May we bind the
wounds of the brokenhearted and diffuse the anger of a dying
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culture. Transform us Lord. Teach us how to season our words
with grace.

We pray this in the Name of the One who wept,

Amen...



